
Table 63. Number of selected reported chronic conditions, by sex and age: United States, 1996
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the
estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II.]

Type of chronic condition

Male Female

Under
45 years

45–64
years

65 years and over

Under
45 years

45–64
years

65 years and over

Total
65–74
years

75 years
and over Total

65–74
years

75 years
and over

Selected skin and
musculoskeletal conditions Number of chronic conditions in thousands

Arthritis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,340 4,957 5,477 3,245 2,233 3,205 7,802 9,858 5,094 4,763
Gout, including gouty arthritis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303 859 618 350 268 17 330 359 233 126
Intervertebral disc disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,365 1,613 498 343 155 979 1,721 524 360 165
Bone spur or tendinitis, unspecified . . . . . . . . . . . 554 507 160 136 24 627 726 360 133 227
Disorders of bone or cartilage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110 176 119 58 61 258 356 712 230 483
Trouble with bunions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146 159 226 193 33 655 703 472 198 274
Bursitis, unclassified . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 677 1,018 343 204 140 788 1,316 864 588 276
Sebaceous skin cyst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 418 272 41 41 – 230 209 21 21 –
Trouble with acne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,240 92 – – – 2,471 149 – – –
Psoriasis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 656 575 375 199 176 707 528 100 100 –
Dermatitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,168 734 434 256 178 3,258 1,290 366 234 132
Trouble with dry (itching) skin, unclassified . . . . . . 1,350 593 678 307 372 2,189 941 874 384 490
Trouble with ingrown nails . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,891 627 542 330 212 1,293 798 654 295 359
Trouble with corns and calluses . . . . . . . . . . . . . 622 503 356 209 147 863 848 586 290 296

Impairments

Visual impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,944 1,566 1,383 745 638 1,096 1,000 1,291 536 755
Color blindness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,243 759 536 317 219 115 96 63 63 –
Cataracts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141 444 1,866 899 967 192 796 3,583 1,898 1,685
Glaucoma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142 282 721 287 435 72 264 1,114 572 542
Hearing impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,057 4,709 5,152 2,817 2,335 2,363 2,277 4,486 1,879 2,607
Tinnitus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 985 1,975 1,564 983 582 929 1,192 1,220 785 436
Speech impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,374 202 202 144 58 625 147 170 40 129
Absence of extremities (excludes tips of fingers or
toes only) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 287 251 355 286 69 76 53 263 109 154

Paralysis of extremities, complete or partial . . . . . . 525 432 277 160 117 299 283 322 68 254
Deformity or orthopedic impairment . . . . . . . . . . . 7,617 4,815 2,085 1,361 724 7,429 4,632 2,922 1,861 1,061

Back . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,193 2,639 668 491 177 5,065 2,826 1,514 982 533
Upper extremities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 962 965 578 412 166 665 597 403 305 98
Lower extremities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,261 2,311 931 523 408 2,747 2,072 1,374 910 464

Selected digestive conditions

Ulcer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595 685 399 230 168 771 701 559 450 109
Hernia of abdominal cavity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 696 898 710 405 305 592 745 829 301 529
Gastritis or duodenitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 640 497 238 165 73 1,039 676 638 461 178
Frequent indigestion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,870 1,148 270 231 39 1,250 1,090 793 478 315
Enteritis or colitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 322 95 95 74 21 542 433 198 80 118
Spastic colon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289 137 142 101 41 608 593 313 210 104
Diverticula of intestines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106 447 304 247 58 157 487 1,026 417 610
Frequent constipation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 418 167 284 105 179 875 616 789 334 455

See footnotes and notes at end of table.
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Table 63. Number of selected reported chronic conditions, by sex and age: United States, 1996—Con.
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the
estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II.]

Type of chronic condition

Male Female

Under
45 years

45–64
years

65 years and over

Under
45 years

45–64
years

65 years and over

Total
65–74
years

75 years
and over Total

65–74
years

75 years
and over

Selected conditions of the
genitourinary, nervous, endocrine, metabolic,

and blood and blood-forming systems Number of chronic conditions in thousands

Goiter or other disorders of the thyroid . . . . . . . . . 315 397 296 212 84 1,161 1,197 1,233 713 520
Diabetes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 549 1,460 1,623 965 658 809 1,632 1,555 846 709
Anemias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 173 88 296 69 227 1,984 480 435 184 251
Epilepsy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363 93 114 71 43 466 215 84 27 57
Migraine headache . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,818 518 111 12 99 5,743 2,562 795 515 280
Neuralgia or neuritis, unspecified . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 29 96 12 85 30 100 82 35 47
Kidney trouble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 480 338 319 165 154 959 340 116 88 28
Bladder disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 218 186 80 15 65 1,237 646 773 352 421
Diseases of prostate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 241 780 1,781 899 882 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Diseases of female genital organs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,857 1,099 464 304 161

Selected circulatory conditions

Rheumatic fever with or without heart disease . . . . 371 94 236 36 200 457 459 142 108 34
Heart disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,755 3,428 4,147 2,134 2,013 3,179 2,756 4,389 2,250 2,138

Ischemic heart disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289 1,969 2,462 1,407 1,056 164 774 2,013 1,004 1,009
Heart rhythm disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,866 798 928 446 482 2,491 1,365 1,268 773 495

Tachycardia or rapid heart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 406 158 376 175 201 281 485 604 396 208
Heart murmurs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,269 366 319 190 129 1,953 572 304 203 102
Other and unspecified heart rhythm disorders . . 191 275 232 81 151 258 309 359 174 185

Other selected diseases of heart, excluding
hypertension . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 599 661 757 281 476 524 617 1,108 474 634

High blood pressure (hypertension) . . . . . . . . . . . 2,691 5,516 3,970 2,587 1,382 2,700 5,860 7,577 3,966 3,611
Cerebrovascular disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116 419 1,250 485 764 135 263 818 254 564
Hardening of the arteries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . – 270 610 325 285 – 85 592 196 395
Varicose veins of lower extremities . . . . . . . . . . . 343 452 616 314 302 2,054 2,036 1,898 1,048 850
Hemorrhoids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,497 1,228 538 379 159 2,238 1,623 1,408 960 448

Selected respiratory conditions

Chronic bronchitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,347 1,052 650 476 174 4,644 2,090 1,367 643 725
Asthma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,471 781 499 327 172 6,099 1,800 946 477 469
Hay fever or allergic rhinitis without asthma . . . . . . 7,751 2,198 609 476 133 8,248 3,374 1,541 663 878
Chronic sinusitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,393 3,608 1,460 982 478 11,794 5,645 2,260 1,355 906
Deviated nasal septum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 579 179 143 59 84 411 617 55 – 55
Chronic disease of tonsils or adenoids . . . . . . . . . 893 16 – – – 1,436 143 26 26 –
Emphysema . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 424 442 326 116 – 278 588 269 319

– Quantity zero.

. . . Category not applicable.

NOTES: The standard errors and relative standard errors (RSE’s) can be computed by using parameter set V of table II and the formula presented in rule 1 of appendix I. An estimate of 3.6 million has
a 10-percent RSE; of 892,000, a 20-percent RSE; and of 397,000, a 30-percent RSE.
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